


VETERANS COURT 

 

Problem Solving Court 



What are Problem Solving 

Courts? 

 

 

Examples: Drug Court 

   Mental Health Court 

   DUI Court 

   Veterans Court 



PROBLEM SOLVING COURT 

WHY? 

 

SAVE $ ? 

 

EFFECTIVE ? 



 

Vs. 

 

TRADITIONAL COURTS 

 

 

 

HORIZONTAL (Team Approach) 

 

Vs. 

 

VERTICAL (Traditional Approach) 

PROBLEM SOLVING COURT (Non-Traditional) 



Judge 

 

District Attorney 

 

Public Defender/Office of Conflict Counsel 

 

VJO 

 

Justice Related Services 

 

Mentor 

 

Probation Officer 

 

Veterans Leadership Program 

VETERANS COURT TEAM MEMBERS 









FOCUS IS DIVERSION OF THE VETERAN IN THE 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

 

SEQUENTIAL INTERCEPT MODEL 



 All VC referrals must be made in writing using the VC referral forms 

The VA assesses each Defendant to determine qualifying military 

service, Axis 1 diagnosis  Defendant’s consent to the program is 

verified 

  VA or JRS/OBH begins support and preliminary treatment or 

placement referral 

  The Defendant and/or defendant’s attorney are informed of the 

acceptance/rejection 

  After the Defendant pleads/is convicted NJ in VC and sentenced into 

the program, the Defendant will receive a Reinforcement Hearing Date 

and will be assigned a Probation Officer, as well as a VC Mentor 

PROCESS OF CASE REFERRAL TO VETERANS COURT 



 

  Defendant is 18 years or older and a current military 

member in good standing or a member of the military who 

was not dishonorably discharged. 

 

  Documented qualifying Axis 1 diagnosis. 

 

Voluntary participation by a defendant. 

 

The victim consented to the case proceeding in VC.  

Criteria for Eligibility: 

 



 

 

 

• Most misdemeanors and felonies. 

 

 

• Exceptions:   Homicide 

   Sexual Offenders 

   Drug Trafficking 

 

 

CRIME ELIGIBILITY 



 

 

  Comply with all aspects of individualized service plan. 

 

  Must take prescribed medications. 

 

  Attend all recommendation/ordered treatment. 

 

  Refrain from use of illegal substances, alcohol. 

 

  Urine & drug screen – routine but random. 

 

CONDITIONS OF SENTENCE 



  Comply with the plan put in place by Veterans Justice    

Outreach. 

  Anger Management 

  Drug & Alcohol Evaluation, Treatment, & Random Testing 

  Inpatient Drug Treatment 

  No contact or no violent contact with the victim or witness 

  Restitution 

  Electronic Monitoring 

  Parenting Classes 

  Any other course of treatment as determined by the Court  

This Service Plan might include requirements such as: 



SENTENCING IN VETERANS COURT 



CONTINUUM OF SANCTIONS AND REWARDS 

Negative Sanctions: 

 Increased reporting to probation 

 Increased drug screening 

 Defendant may be sent to jail for an afternoon or may 

remain incarcerated for longer periods up to several months 

depending on the severity of the violation 

 Defendant may be remanded to an inpatient treatment 

program 

 Defendant may be placed on Electronic Monitoring  

 Defendant may have the current probationary period 

revoked, and an extended period imposed 

 Defendant may incur a curfew or loss of liberties 



REWARDS 

Increase in length between reporting to Court and probation 

 

Loosening of restrictions as part of Service Plan, ie, curfew, 

house arrest, treatment meetings 

 

Eligible for graduation after ½ completion of probation 

 

Graduation and Challenge coin 




